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The Passing of the Shaikh 


We belong to Allah and to Him we will return (al-Nisa 69) 


It is with extreme sadness we report that Shaikh 
Muhammad al-Muhammad al-Kasnazān al-Husavni 
passed away in the first hour of Saturday 4*/July/2020 in 
Baltimore, USA, where he was receiving medical 
treatment. With his departure, Islam in general, and 
Sufism in particular, lost one of its greatest guides and 
good examples. Our Master spent his life calling people 
to Allah “with wisdom and good exhortation” (al-Nahl 
125), in word and deed, guiding numerous people. 

O, Allah! Shower his tomb with Your light, bless his 
soul, and grant him a dwelling with those whom You 
have most favoured, *the prophets, the truthful, the 
martyrs and the righteous; excellent are those as 
companions" (al-Baqara 156)! 

This book was already complete and in the process of 
publication when our absent-yet-ever-present Shaikh 
departed this world. Time constraints have prevented us 
from updating its content to reflect this saddest 
development. 


Bismi Allahi ar-Rahmāni ar-Rahīm (in the name of Allah, the 
Gracious, the Merciful) 


Allahumma allt ‘ala sayyidinā Muhammadi 'l-wasfi wal-wahyi 
war-risalati wal-hikmati wa'alā "alihi wa-sahbihi wa-sallim taslīmā (O 
Allah! Send prayer on our Master whose guality, revelation, message, and 
wisdom are most praised (Muhammad), and on his lineage and 
companions, and salute him with a perfect salutation) 


Write for the people of piety in the farthest cities, 
about the Qutb of Baghdad 'Abd al-Qadir al-Hasani 
A full-moon that rose on the two rivers at a time 
When darkness almost erased morning from time 
Guidance poured out to all places no matter how far 
As the soul's essence flows through the body 
He exceeded walis in knowledge and deed 
The Qutb of wonders in secret and in public 
A great Ghawth whose stations are out of reach 
No matter how much Allah's servants try 
Stand in Rusafa at our Master's, the Falcon 
The best to answer if you call him when in need. 
Martyred caliph ‘Ali Faviz (about Shaikh ‘Abd al- Qadir al-Gaylānī) 


Unload the luggage, you have had enough sufferings 
And kiss the sand of the ground and the doorstep 
Unload the luggage for these are the quarters of our Shaikh 
The station and the sought-after destination of seekers 
And leave the camel caravan for you are not the first seeker 
Of the way to salvation and the source of all means 
How often you have gone around knocking on closed doors 
Yet my the doors of my Shaikh's gardens are wide open. 
Dr caliph ‘Abd al-Salam al-Hadithi (about Shaikh Muhammad al- 
Muhammad al-Kasnazan) 
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Photo 1: Shaikh Muhammad al-Muhammad in a session of songs of praise in the takya in Amman, 
Jordan (5th/January/2019). This is the front cover photo of the 2nd Arabic edition of this book. 
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Preface 


This book narrates the blessed biography of a prominent figure of Islam 
and a leading light in the sphere of Sufism and knowledge of Allah. 
Sayyid Shaikh Muhammad al-Muhammad is the Master of Tariqa 'Aliyya 
Oādiriyya Kasnazaniyya, one of the biggest Sufi Tariqas, which has 
followers throughout the world. Tarīga Kasnazanivva, as the name is 
usually abbreviated, traces its roots to the source of all Sufi ways, the 
Messenger of Allah, Muhammad (PBUH). Our Shaikh is a descendant of 
the Prophet (PBUH) from both parental sides. 

We will start the book with an introduction to its sources and 
methodology, followed by a brief overview of its content. We will 
conclude the introduction with an explanation of how the material is 
presented. 


A) Sources 


I have compiled the material of this biography from a variety of sources. 
I have taken the thought and opinions of our Shaikh directly from him. 
I have confined my sources in this case to his general lectures that I was 
fortunate enough to attend or obtain video or audio recordings of; his 
speeches and conversations in private sessions that he was generous 
enough to give me the opportunity to attend; and his published writings. 
When quoting from his lectures, I have converted the wording from the 
Iraqi dialect to standard Arabic and edited them, while carefully 
preserving the original meaning without any change. 

I have taken the details of our Shaikh's biography, as well as a history 
of the former Kasnazānī Shaikhs, from a number of his relatives and 
followers who have accompanied him in the various stages of his life, 
before and after becoming the Shaikh of Tariqa, as well as from his 
lectures, conversations, and writings. Concerning his relatives, my main 
sources were Shaikh Sāmān Ma rüf, who is married to one of our Shaikh’s 
sisters and whose sister is married to our Shaikh; Shaikh ‘Ali Hussein, his 
nephew; Shaikh Ghandi, his second eldest son; and Shaikh Ridha Karim, 
his maternal cousin and brother-in-law, being married to one of our 
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Shaikh's sisters. 

I have also taken information from several dervishes who 
accompanied Shaikh Muhammad al-Muhammad closely and have 
known him since his childhood. They were dervishes from the time his 
father, Shaikh 'Abd al-Karim al-Kasnazān, was the Master of Tariqa. I 
would like to specifically name caliph Yasin Saft ‘Abd Allah. I would also 
like to acknowledge the help of caliph Imād 'Abd al-Samad in facilitating 
the collection of some of the material used in the book. 

In the course of compiling material for this book, I was honoured to 
meet dervishes from the time of the Master of Tarīga before Shaikh Abd 
al-Karim, his brother Shaikh Husayn al-Kasnazan. Old age and poor 
health did not stop them from providing me with the historical 
information they have, being so keen to help document the lives of our 
noble Shaikhs. One manifestation of their love for our Shaikhs and 
commitment to Tariqa is that they did not ask me to visit them at their 
homes, to spare themselves the effort, which is what I had intended. 
Instead, they came to meet me in the main Kasnazānī takya in the city of 
Sulavminivva, in Iraqi Kurdistan, even though some of them could not 
move without help. I would like to particularly mention the eldest of 
them, Hajj Sharif, who is over a hundred years old. He said that in the 
days preceding our meeting he could not even turn in his bed without 
help, yet his desire to recount the history of the Shaikhs gave him on the 
day the strength to come to the takya with the help of two of his relatives. 
I would also like to mention caliph Karim Müryas who, despite his weak 
body and need for others to help him walk, gave me plenty of his time to 
recount some of the wonders and history of the Shaikhs. 

The plan for the book, the methodology of research, and the selection 
and checking of information required indexing the large amount of 
material that I compiled from various sources. My brother Faiz conducted 
this task, which took a huge amount of effort and time. To make 
referring to our Shaikh's audio lectures and quoting them easier, it was 
necessary to transcribe them. My brothers Faiz and Duraid did that. 
Indexing and transcription made writing this biography significantly 
easier and faster. 

To ensure the accuracy of the information and to make the book as 
good it can be, a number of my valued sources have reviewed drafts of 
the whole book or parts of it. The book has also benefited from the 
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immensely valuable corrections and comments of my wife, Dr Shetha Al- 
Dargazelli, on more than one draft. Finally, several dervishes, in particular 
staff of the takya in Amman and the takya in Sulaymaniyya, provided me 
with most of the photos in the book. 

Many other caliphs and dervishes helped one way or another in 
getting this book completed. May Allah reward all those who took part 
in this project. I would like to express all gratitude and appreciation. 
Without them, this book would not have come out in its current form. 

I have carefully examined the historical details that I did not get 
directly from our Shaikh. I was instructed by our Shaikh to be particularly 
careful when examining accounts of supernatural feats of the Shaikhs of 
Tariqa, to identify those that never happened and any inaccuracies in 
those that did take place. He asked me to check with him or with Shaikh 
Saman if need be. Many events are tens of years old, and human memory 
often forgets some details over time or even changes them inadvertently. 
Additionally, the narrators of some events did not witness them, but they 
conveyed what they had heard. I compiled and scrutinised these 
narratives with care, something that I was helped with by the multiplicity 
of sources. I did not include narratives that I could not feel confident of 
their authenticity and accuracy. At times, I could not verify certain details 
of a particular event, so I documented the details that I determined to be 
accurate and ignored the rest. 


B) Methodology 


This book presents the biography of Shaikh Muhammad al-Muhammad 
al-Kasnazān in a unique way. It recounts it in the context of explaining 
the Sufi method to get close to Allah, and it expounds Sufism, which 
represents the spiritual side of Islam, in the course of narrating the 
biography of our honourable Shaikh. In other words, the book explains 
Sufism through presenting our Shaikh's biography and, at the same time, 
recounts this blessed biography via introducing Sufism. This follows the 
didactic Quranic method of recounting narratives that presents 
biographies not only as histories, but also as lessons and motivational 
sermons: 


We narrate to you [O Muhammad!] the best of narratives, by revealing this 
Quran to you; before it, you were one of the unaware. (Yüsuf 3) 
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Narrate to them stories that may reflect. (Al-A' raf 176) 
There is a lesson in their stories for the people of understanding. (Yūsuf 
111) 


This distinct method of narrating a biography can be used only when 
all aspects of the life of that person embody his beliefs. Only then, 
recounting the biography becomes an explanation of those beliefs and 
explaining them can be used for biographical narration. This is the case 
with Sufi Shaikhs where the life of each personified Islam, following in 
the footsteps of their great Master (PBUH), whose life was an explanation 
of his beliefs and his beliefs were the laws that governed his life. This 
method cannot be used for studying, for example, the greats of science, 
irrespective of their achievements and excellence in their respective 
disciplines. For as important and useful to humanity as these sciences are, 
they do not cover all aspects of the life of the scientists. A physicist may 
dedicate a large part of his life to physics, spending long years studying, 
conducting research, and writing. Physics, nevertheless, remains a natural 
science that does not touch most aspects of his life. No matter how much 
this scientist contributes and dedicates of his life to physics, this science 
would not determine how they deal with his family and people in 
general, shape his moral values, or form his personality and character in 
terms of generosity or greed, mercy or cruelty, truthfulness or 
dishonesty...etc. Islam, on the other hand, is a belief system that touches 
all aspects of a person's life. It is the science of life, not a temporary or 
limited occupation. This is why this book can be as much a biography of 
Shaikh Muhammad al-Muhammad al-Kasnazān as an explanation of 
Sufism. 

Nearness to Allah grants every Shaikh of Tariqa great, special blessings 
that are manifested in countless paranormal wonders. These *karāmas”, 
as they are known, are the ink with which a large part of the Shaikh's life 
is written. Karāmas play a major role in the Shaikh's life, surrounding him 
even before becoming a Shaikh. Some karāmas point to him even before 
his birth, confirming Allah's selection of him for that spiritual leadership. 
Accordingly, we see wonders permeating all stages of the life of Shaikh 
Muhammad al-Muhammad al-Kasnazān. It is only natural, then, that this 
biography is full of paranormal feats. 

As there are countless karāmas and they continue to occur all the time, 
no book, regardless of its size, can compile more than a tiny number of 
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them. We have only mentioned in this biography wonders that have 
explanatory functions in their respective contexts. The biography of our 
Shaikh cannot be sufficiently covered without referring to the history, 
legacy, and karāmas of the Shaikhs of Tariqa Kasnazaniyya who preceded 
him. We have, however, quoted only a small part of this blessed history, 
as required by the subjects and objectives of the book. 


C) Contents 


We have classified the subjects and ordered the chapters in a way that 
makes it possible for the book to introduce the biography of our Master 
and Sufism at the same time, following events in their chronological 
order as much as possible. We have compiled in this biography 
information about the various stages of his life and his diverse activities. 
This should give the reader a reasonably complete picture of his life, with 
its many challenges, sufferings, and achievements; with events that 
brought happiness and others that filled the heart with sadness. This 
biography has not confined itself to the history of our Shaikh after 
becoming the Master of Tariqa at the age of forty, but we have also 
followed the different stages of his earlier life. We have also covered 
events that predated his birth that are relevant to studying his life. One 
thing that this comprehensive biography shows is the fundamental 
changes that happened to the character, personality, behaviour, and 
interests of our Shaikh after assuming the Shaikhdom of Tariqa. After a 
life occupied by worldly interests — although Tariqa still played a role in 
it, as he was the son of its Master and one of its dervishes — becoming 
the Shaikh of Tariqa made the Tariqa his first concern and calling people 
to Allah his main activity. 

This is a brief overview of the contents of the book. 

Chapter one introduces the concept of *Tariqa" in the thought of 
Shaikh Muhammad al-Muhammad al-Kasnazān. It refers to the Qur'an 
and the life of the Prophet (PBUH), showing that Tariqa is the *spiritual 
side of Islam", as our Master describes it. Chapter two focuses on the 
Tarīga of our Shaikh, Tariqa 'Alivva Qadiriyya Kasnazāniyya, 
introducing its main Shaikhs. Due to the major role that karamas play in 
the lives of the Shaikhs of Tariqa, we have dedicated chapter three to 
introducing these paranormal feats that Allah honours his close servants 
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with. 

After these chapters that explain major Sufi concepts, the book focuses 
on the life of our Shaikh. Chapter four is about his noble pedigree, 
which goes back to the Messenger of Allah, Muhammad (PBUH) from 
both parental sides. It also introduces the history of the Barzinji sayyids 
in the north of Iraq to which he belongs. After chapter two's brief 
introduction to our Master's father, Shaikh ‘Abd al-Karīm al-Kasnazin, 
whom we learn more about in later chapters, chapter five discusses the 
spiritual home environment in which our Shaikh was brought up. The 
chapter gives special attention to the character and personality of his 
mother, Hafsa, and her role as the wife of the Master of Tariqa. 

Shaikh Mubammad al-Muhammad was fond of studying from his 
childhood, so much so that his life is a continuous journey of learning. 
This is the subject of chapter six, which discusses his schooling and self- 
education. The Shaikhs of Tariqa Kasnazāniyya have a long history of 
resisting injustice and aggression and defending the rights of the weak 
and oppressed. Our Shaikh spent around six years, 1961-1966, defending 
the rights of the Kurdish minority in the north of Iraq. This is discussed 
in detail in chapter seven. Chapter eight introduces the wife of our 
Shaikh and his children. 

The Masterhood of Tariqa represents spiritual succession to the 
Prophet (PBUH), not mere excellence at Islam's textual and intellectual 
sciences, which is why it is determined by Allah. After expounding how 
becoming a Shaikh of Tariqa is an act of divine election, not human 
acquisition, chapter nine presents the history of electing Shaikh 
Muhammad al-Muhammad as Master of Tariqa, succeeding his father 
Shaikh 'Abd al-Karīm al-Kasnazān. Chapter ten continues this subject 
by detailing how he assumed the Shaikhdom of Tariqa after Shaikh 'Abd 
al-Karīm. It also recounts some of the karāmas that show his spiritual 
inheritance of the Prophet (PBUH). Being the representative of the 
Prophet (PBUH), the Shaikh of Tarīga emulates the character of the 
Prophet (PBUH) and acquires his beautiful attributes. Chapter eleven 
focuses on describing che Muhammadan traits of Shaikh Muhammad al- 
Muhammad al-Kasnazan, including his leadership qualities. 

Our Shaikh considers calling people to Allah the greatest form of 
worship because causing Allah to love people and people to love Allah is 
the greatest of good deeds. Chapter twelve sheds light on his 
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monumental preaching achievements throughout the world. The 
concept of *takya", which is the place of worship, learning, and meeting 
of the dervishes of Tariqa, is then discussed in chapter thirteen. It 
explains our Master's exceptional efforts in establishing takyas in various 
parts of the world. Chapter fourteen first explains the importance of 
*dhikr" (remembrance of Allah) in the Tariqa, before focusing on the 
changes made by Shaikh Muhammad al-Muhammad to the various 
dhikrs of Tariqa Kasnazāniyya. 

Chapter fifteen explains *riyada" (spiritual exercising) in the Tariqa 
and our Master's practice of it. Chapter sixteen then describes *khalwa" 
(solitude), the khalwas that he practised, and some of the spiritual 
experiences that he had when he was in solitude. The Tariqa suffered 
considerable oppression by the Iraqi regime in the 1990s, which 
ultimately forced our Shaikh to emigrate from Baghdad to Sulaymāniyya, 
which he also had to leave later. This is the subject of chapter seventeen. 

Chapter eighteen covers the religious, cultural, and social 
achievements and contributions of our Shaikh that were not covered in 
the previous chapters, such as the renovation of holy places. Chapter 
nineteen covers our Master's various interests, such as reading and 
collecting Sufi books and manuscripts. The last chapter is followed by a 
short epilogue. 

Appendix A is a table showing major events in the life of Shaikh 
Muhammad al-Muhammad al-Kasnazān, listed in chronological order. 
Appendix B is a glossary of translated and untranslated technical and 
other important terms used in the book. 


D) Presentation 


To make it easier for the reader to follow the sources of the book, we 
have used footnotes to identify the sources of information and for 
marginal notes. In the case of our Shaikh's sermon, we identified sermons 
we have quoted by their respective dates. In the case of quoting from 
books, we mentioned the author's name, the book's title, and the page 
number. We have added to this information the number of the hadīth 
when quoting from a compilation of Prophetic traditions. We have 
compiled at the back of the book all of our written sources, including the 
details of every reference that we mentioned in the footnotes. 
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We have used a special font for writing the Qur'anic verses. We have 
identified exact quotes by including them inside quotation marks. At 
times, context requires using short exact quotes inside the body text, but 
most of the time we have placed exact quotes on separate paragraphs, 
which are laid out differently. Inexact quotes, which are often narratives 
from people, have been differentiated by putting them in separate 
paragraphs but without surrounding them with quotation marks. 

We have translated most Arabic technical terms into English 
equivalents. The remaining small number of terms have been used 
without translation, as we felt that translating them accurately and 
succinctly is not possible. For easy reference, translated and untranslated 
terms have been compiled in a glossary at the end of the book. 

The name of our Shaikh was “Muhammad”, but the Prophet (PBUH) 
honoured him in 2016 by adding one of his noble titles to his name, as 
we shall see in §9.1, so he became known as “Muhammad al- 
Muhammad”. For consistency and to avoid confusion, we have used the 
name “Muhammad al-Muhammad" even when narrating the life of our 
Shaikh before that Prophetic gift. 

Many Arabic names are usually abbreviated in the Kurdish language 
in daily use and unofficial contexts. For instance, “Muhammad” is called 
“Hama”, “Ahmad” is “Aha”, *Mahmūd” is *Khula”, and so on. For 
clarification, we have used the Arabic spellings of the names of the Kurds 
that are mentioned in the book. 

We have Romanised the names of lesser-known people and places as 
they are pronounced in their original language. Conversely, we have 
spelled the names of well-known people and places as they are usually 
written in English. For instance, we have used the established English 
spellings of “Mecca” and “Medina”, even though they do not represent 
how they are pronounced in Arabic. 

For significant old dates, we have mentioned the Hijri year followed 
by the Gregorian, to make it easier to place the event in its historical 
context in both calendars. For instance, our Shaikh was born in 
1357/1938, that is, in the Hijri year 1357, which corresponds to the 
Gregorian year 1938. If the day and month of a Hijri date are unknown, 
it is not possible to determine which of the two Gregorian years that 
correspond to that Hijri year is the one we need. In this case, we choose 
the earlier year. For instance, Shaikh ‘Abd al-Karim Shah al-Kasnazan 
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was born in 1240 H, but we could not determine the day or even the 
month of the birth. Given that 1/1/1240 H corresponds to 25/8/1824 CE, 
the birth of Shah al-Kasnazan may be in 1824 CE, if it occurred in the 
first four months of 1240 H, or 1825 CE, if he was born in the last eight 
months of the Hijrī year. When sources mention the Hijrī year but not 
the month or day, which is a common situation, we converted the Hijri 
date to the Gregorian year assuming that the date was the first day of the 
first month, i.e. 1/Muharram, to avoid having to mention two Gregorian 
years. This means that the actual Gregorian year for any Hijri date whose 
month and day are unknown is either the year we mentioned or the one 
that follows. Accordingly, the birth year of Shah al-Kasnazān is 
mentioned as 1240/1824. 

We have included in the book around forty photos of our Shaikh. 
When choosing those from the limited number of photos available to us, 
we have tried to cover different stages of his life, as well as various places 
and activities. We added to each photo a brief caption and, when possible, 
identified the place and date. We have numbered the photos sequentially 
for easy reference. The photos are of different quality, reflecting the 
varying quality of the originals. Some of them are very old and, 
unfortunately, we could not obtain high-quality copies. 

We have added two maps showing areas that are mentioned in the 
book. The first map shows the governorates of Iraq. The second is of the 
northeast of Iraq and northwest of Iran, where we have marked the areas 
that were the focus of events mentioned in the book. 

Finally, I must stress at the end of this preface that whatever I have 
succeeded to correctly and accurately present in the book is due to the 
favour of Allah (mighty and sublime is He), the blessings of my Master 
Shaikh, Muhammad al-Muhammad al-Kasnazān (may Allah sanctify his 
innermost being), and the help of all those who have generously helped 
me. I, however, take responsibility for any mistakes and inaccuracies. 

“Allahumma sallı ‘alā sayyidina Muhammadi `l-wasfi wal-wahvi 
war-risalati wal-hikmati wa‘ala 'alihi wa-sahbihi wa-sallim taslīmā (O 
Allah! Send prayer on our Master, whose guality, revelation, message, and 
wisdom are most praised (Muhammad), and on his lineage and 
companions, and salute him with a perfect salutation)” 


The Tariqa is the way ofthe noble Qur'an and the 
method of the Prophet (PBUH), as well as the 
people of his household and his Companions. In 
essence, it is the “straight path" that Allah 
Almighty mentions in the opening chapter of the 
Qur'an: “Guide us to the straight path — the path of 
those upon whom You have bestowed favour, not of 
those who have evoked Your anger or of those who are 
astray” (al-Fātiha 6-7). In essence, it is the way of 
truth and guidance, the way of Allah, the path that 
grants blessings and victory, in this world and the 
next, to those who remain steadfast upon it: *And 
[Allah revealed] that if they had remained straight on 
the way, We would have given them abundant 
provision" (al-Jinn 16). 


Shaikh Muhammad al-Muhammad al-Kasnazān 
(Al-Tariqa al- Alryya al-Qadiriyya Kasnazaniyya, p. 73) 


*The Shaikh is a medium for good. The Shaikh 
enjoins good and forbids evil. The Shaikh directs 
you towards Allah, so he is a medium for good. 
You do not worship the Shaikh, I seek forgiveness 
from Allah. No! You worship Allah (exalted and 
high is He) with knowledge through the Shaikh's 
words, through the Shaikh's orders. The Shaikh 
enjoins good and forbids evil: good as described in 
the Book and the Sunna; good as described in texts 
found in the Islamic religion. The Shaikh orders 
you to follow the Tariqa, the Tariqa that the 
Shaikhs have decreed. This way is not of Shaikh 
Muhammad al-Muhammad's innovation. This 
way is decreed from Allah (exalted and high is 
He): "Hold firmly to the rope of Allah all together and 
do not become divided’ CAI Imrān 103), *Indeed, 
those who pledge allegiance to you [D Muhammad] 
are pledging allegiance to Allah. The hand of Allah is 
over their hands’ (al-Fath 10)”. 


Shaikh Muhammad al-Muhammad al-Kasnazan 
(Sermon 30"/January/2013) 


Epilogue 


It is not easy to write a biography of a great walī of Allah, and it is even 
more difficult to summarise it. Shaikh Muhammad al-Muhammad al- 
Kasnazan's life is rich with countless achievements, sermons, legacies, and 
karāmas that a writer cannot familiarize themselves with, nor can a book 
compile. This is why this biography has focused on listing major 
incidents in his life, introducing his thought through his words and 
writings, and relating some of his karāmas in the context of related topics. 

For this biography to be comprehensive, we did not limit it to Shaikh 
Muhammad al-Muhammad's history after assuming the Tariqa's 
Shaikhdom. Rather, we also followed his life before that, including events 
that predated his birth that are important in realizing and understanding 
his spiritual role. The biography illustrates how being honoured and 
obligated by the duty ofleading the Tariqa transformed him completely. 
Each of his movements and non- movements came under the command 
and direction of the Tariqa's Shaikhs, reflecting the great spiritual 
responsibilities that they placed on him when they made him their deputy 
and representative among the people. 

We followed the noble Qur'an's style of storytelling when our 
recounting this blessed biography. We related it using two approaches at 
the same time: history and thought. While we recounted major events in 
chronological order, at the same time, we were keen to introduce our 
Shaikh's thought. The more informed the reader becomes of our Master's 
life, che more familiar he grows with his thoughts on various aspects of 
Sufism in particular, and Islam in general. The biography of our perfected 
Sufi Shaikh is the best explanation of Islam and Sufism. 

I pray that this book will be a preamble to other books about the life 
of a full moon that has adorned the sky of Islamic Sufism, our Master 
sayyid Shaikh Muhammad al-Muhammad al-Kasnazān, and about the 
lives of the other Shaikhs of the Tarīga 'Alivva Qadiriyya Kasnazāniyya, 
may Allah sanctify all of their innermost beings. 


bor ac" AED 


Photo 40: Shaikh Muhammad al-Muhammad during the construction of the 
main takya in Baghdad (1981). 


Appendix A 
Biographical Timeline 


We have compiled in this table major events in the life of Shaikh 
Muhammad al-Muhammad al-Kasnazan in chronological order. 


Event Date 
Birth in the village of Karbchna in the city of 15th/April/1938 
Sulaymaniyya 


His first marriage Late 1957 


Leaving Karbchna to live in the village of February/1959 
Būbān in the province of Penjwin 
Meeting Prime Minister 'Abd al-Karim Oāsim | 1960 


in Baghdad 
Divorce from his first wife 1961 
Leading an attack on a police station on the 7*/September/1961 


Penjwin- Darbandikhan road and the start of 
the Kurdish revolution 


Retiring from political and military 1966 

involvement with the Kurdish revolution 

His second marriage, to sayyida Kažāl Early 1969 

The birth of his first son, Nahro 12 /December/1969 
Shaikh 'Abd al-Karim's announcement that January/1971 
Shaikh Muhammad al-Muhammad is his 

General Deputy 

Settling in Kirkuk 1971 

Performing pilgrimage to Mecca January/1973 
Travelling to Cairo to enrol in al-Azhar Late 1977 
University 

Assuming the Shaikhdom of the Tariga 4"/February/1978 
Performing ‘umrah The first half of 1978 
Starting his first seclusion in Karbchna 26"/July/1978 


Increasing the number of perennial dhikrs to The second half of 1978 
one hundred thousand 
Starting his second seclusion in Karbchna 15*/July/1979 
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Starting his third seclusion in Karbchna 


4™/July/1980 


Completion of the construction of the main 
takya in Baghdad and moving to live there 


1982 


Renovation of the shrines in Karbchna 


Middle of 1982 


Replacing the crown of the shrine of Shaikh 
‘Abd al-Qadir al-Gaylani 


1983 


Publication of the book Al-Amwar al- 
Rahmaniyya fil-Tariqa al-‘Aliyya al-Qadiriyya 


al-Kasnazaniyya 


The first half of 1988 


Publication of the book Jilā al-Khatir 1989 
Publication of the book Al-Salawat al- 1990 
Kasnazaniyya 

Proposing the concept of the Muhammadi 19*/September/1991 
calendar and starting its implementation 

Sending the first caliph to India to preach 1994 
Proposing the concept of the Muhammadi 2**/May/1994 
Shamsi calendar and starting its 

implementation 

Adding the Salat Wasfiyya to the dhikrs ofthe | July/1996 
Tariqa 

Publication of the book Al-Tariga al-‘Aliyya 1998 


al-Qadiriyya al-Kasnazaniyya 


The arrest and imprisonment of Shaikh Nahro 


6*/ August/ 1998 


by the Iraqi regime 

Release of Shaikh Nahro from prison 15*/January/2000 
Travel to London, UK, for medical treatment | March/2000 
Migration from Baghdad to Sulaymāniyya 21*/December/2000 
Travel to the USA for medical treatment 2003 

Founding the *Shaikh Muhammad al- 2003 

Kasnanza University College” (al-Salam 

University College) 

Travel to the USA for medical treatment 2004 

Pulication of Mawsii‘at Al-Kasnazan Fīmā 2005 


Astalaha ‘Alayhi Ahl Al-Tassawuf wal- Irfān 


Renovation of the shrine of Shaikh Ismail al- 
Wilyani in 'Aqra and clothing it in a gold 
shroud 


9*/May/2006 


Being awarded the *Arab Historian Medal" and 
the *Arab History Certificate" by the Union of 
Arab Historians. 


July/2006 
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ilāha illa Allah to the Wird al-‘Asr 


Migration from Sulaymāniyya to Amman, 2'd/August/2007 
Jordan. 

Travel to the USA for a kidnev transplant 2010 

Receiving the Hizb al-Waw 2013 

Travel to the USA for medical treatment 2014 

Adding this dhikr to the daily wirds: Astaghfiru | March/2016 
Allah al-ladhi La ilaha illa Huwa ar-Rahman ar- 

Rahim al-Hayyu al-Oayyūm al-ladhi là yamūt 

wa-atūbu 'ilayhi Rabbi ighfir lī 

The Prophet (PBUH) added his name to the 18*/May/2016 
name of our Shaikh, making it *Muhammad 

al-Muhammad” 

Being awarded the title of *caliph” by the 22" /June/2016 
Shaikhs of the Tarīga 

Travel to the USA for medical treatment 24*/July/2016 
Adding one hundred times to the dhikr oflā 28"/January/2018 


Travel to the USA for medical treatment 


24"/June/2019 


Photo 41: Shaikh Muhammad al-Muhammad in the mosque of Karbchna 
(early 19803). 
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Glossary 


These are Arabic terms that are used in the book and their meanings. At 
times, we have used an Arabic term without translation, as in the case of 
*dhikr", while at others we alternated between an Arabid term and its 
translations, as in the case of *khalwa (seclusion)". 


Term Meaning 

Basmala The Quranic verse: *Bismi Allāhi ar- 
Rahmini ar-Rahim" 

Bātin Inward 

Dhikr The act of remembering Allah and any 
specific form of remembrance of Allah. 

Hadīth When written with a *H”, it refers to the 
corpus of sayings that are attributed to 
the Prophet (PBUH). When written 
with a *h”, it denotes any one of those 
sayings. 

Hadith Qudsi A saving whose meaning is from Allah 
but whose wording is from the Prophet 
(PBUH) 

Hal Any of countless spiritual states that the 
Shaikh bestows on a dervish 

Hizb A type of dhikr that is not read regularly 

Irshad Preaching 

Karama A paranormal feat of a wali 

Kasnazānī Related to Tarīga Kasnazāniyya 

Khalwa Seclusion 

Khatma One-hundred thousand recitations of a 
particular dhikr 

Madad Spiritual support and help 

Mu jiza A paranormal feat of a prophet 

Mushaf A copy of the written Qur’an 

Riyada Spiritual practices of striving against 
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one's self, such as fasting, that the person 
adheres to for a period 


Nafs Self 

Sayyid A male descendant of the Prophet 
(PBUH) 

Sayyida A female descendant of the Prophet 
(PBUH) 


Subhānahu wa-ta'ālā | A form of glorifying Allah that may be 
translated as *exalted and high is He" 


Suhba Companionship, fellowship 


Sunna When written with an *S", it refers to 
the sayings, practices, and lifestyle of the 
Prophet (PBUH). When written with an 
“s”, it denotes any one of these sayings, 
practices, or lifestyle aspect. 


Wali A “wali” is someone near to Allah on 
whom He has conferred spiritual 
blessings that at times are manifested in 
supernatural feats 


Wilaya The state of being a “wali” 


Wird A type of dhikr that is read regularly 
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Shaikh 
MUHAMMAD AL-MUHAMMAD AL-KASNAZAN 
Al-Husayni 


A Life inthe Footsteps ofthe Best of Lives 


This is the blessed biography of a prominent personality of Islam and a leading 
light in the sphere of Sufism and knowledge of Allah. Sayyid Shaikh Muhammad 
al-Muhammad al-Kasnazān al-Husayni is the Master of Tarīga Aliyya Oādiriyya 
Kasnazāniyya, one of the largest Sufi Tariqas with followers throughout the 
world. Tariqa Kasnazaniyya, as the name is usually abbreviated, traces its roots 
to the source of all Sufi ways, the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). Our Shaikh is a 
descendant of the Prophet (PBUH) from both parental sides. 


This biography of Shaikh Muhammad al-Muhammad al-Kasnazān is written 
in a unique way. lt is presented in the context of explaining the Sufi approach 
to draw near to Allah. At the same time, the book expounds Sufism, which 
represents the spiritual side of Islam, through the biography of our honourable 
Shaikh. Being an excellent example ofa Suf life, our Shaikh’s biography explains 
Sufism and the Sufi way explains his life. 


Through the study of the life of a practising man of divine knowledge, this 
book combines a general theoretical description of the spiritual side of Islam and 
an introduction to a specific practical Sufi svstem. lt shows that Islam is knowledge 
and practice, thought and application, reason and heart, and a companion andan 
accompanied one. In essence, Islam is an experience of spiritual companionship: 
*May I follow you so that you teach me of that which you have been taught 
of guiding knowledge"? (al-Kahf 66). 


NI D; 0 0 0 
L ma 


e -UK [PUBLISHING 


